Voluntary Youth Work Organisations Support Scheme

What is it?

The Voluntary Youth Work Organisations Support Scheme (VYWOSS) is being set up to help voluntary youth work organisations as a direct result of the cost-of-living crisis and other related challenges. 

It is understood that with rising costs the needs of young people may have changed, and this funding is to help support voluntary organisations to provide/continue to provide services to young people so they can meet with trusted adults as needed and that those young people are supported.  

Total funding in 2023/24 within the VYWOSS is £180,000, with available funding of up to £7,500 maximum per successful application.

This will be split into two rounds of funding. The first round will be open from May 2023. The second round will be open from October 2023.

Who is eligible?

Voluntary sector youth work organisations working within a maximum of up to two local authority areas in Wales only and which provide youth work support to young people following the principles and purposes of youth work (see Youth Work in Wales: Principles and Purposes – CWVYS ). 

Any organisations who have been awarded funding via either round of the Strategic Voluntary Youth Work Organisation Grant (SVYWO) and/or which works in more than two local authority areas will not be eligible to apply.

What can the funding be used for?

The funding can be used for a variety of costs and activities which could include (but not limited to):

· Being able to open/remain open for young people (could include increased operational and/or utilities costs)

· Covering costs of staff and volunteers to attend for the times needed by young people – for example, this could include travel costs to attend service delivery

· Costs of providing support to young people as part of the provision to address current challenges e.g., hot food and drinks for young people

The funding cannot be used for:

· Contingency costs, loans, endowments or interest payments

· Religious activities

· Alcohol or illegal substances

· Profit-making or fundraising activities

· VAT you can reclaim

· Statutory activities

· Overseas travel
How do organisations apply?

Eligible organisations should apply to CWVYS via Amanda@cwvys.org.uk in the first instance, using the application form provided.

Key points

· There must be no double funding. The organisation applying should be asked to confirm that they are not being funded to undertake these activities already or provide clear information about the additionality this funding will provide. 

· Applicants to the VYWOSS cannot also be awarded funding via the SVYWO grant programme and vice-versa. Any such instances will render applications for the VYWOSS ineligible.

· Organisations may be asked to provide evidence of costs to ensure a clear audit trail.

· Organisations can only apply once across both rounds in 2023/24 i.e., either in May or in September.

· We aim to transfer funding to successful applicants in round 1 by the end of June 2023. This funding will be required to be used by December 2023.

· We aim to transfer funding to successful applicants in round 2 by the end of October 2023. This funding will be required to be used by March 2024. 

· Focused on delivery of services rather than management/administration i.e., the costs may  include items such as fuel costs but must be linked directly to facilitation of delivery of services.

Key dates Round 1

· 21 April: invitation to apply

· 2 June: closing date for applications

· 16 June: decisions to be communicated

· 23 June: we will aim to make payments to successful applicants by this date

· September to December 2023: monitoring/evaluation phase

Key dates - Round 2 

· 18 September: invitation to apply

· 16 October: closing date for applications

· 27 October: decisions to be communicated

· 31 October: we will aim to make payments to successful applicants by this date

· January to March 2024: monitoring/evaluation phase
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