
     
 
 
The Centre for African Entrepreneurship (CAE), is hosting an exhibition themed 
‘Becoming’ under the Swansea Youth Entrepreneurship Network (SYEN) project. 
SYEN is about creating a central meeting place where aspiring entrepreneurs can 
connect with each other, and with external business support, resources and mentorship. 
All activities run by the network are aimed at enabling the young entrepreneurs to plug 
into the local and national startup ecosystem, regardless of where they are in their 
entrepreneurial journey.  
The “Becoming” event will serve as the project launch. It will be taking place on 
Saturday the 23rd of November, at the main Brangwyn Hall. It will be a Dragon’s den 
type of event where young aspiring entrepreneurs will be showcasing their ideas to a 
panel of judges and where the top 3 exhibitors will walk away with entrepreneurial 
support and the winner taking home a cash prize, which will go towards development of 
their business. All exhibitors will be given something as a token of our appreciation and 
as an encouragement to keep on working on their ideas. It will also be a platform for the 
exhibitors to publicise their work to the general public, as well as potential investors or 
partners. The event is aimed at encouraging, supporting and celebrating diversity in the 
abilities of young people. 
We plan for the event to be annual, so that young people will have the opportunity to be 
catapulted to the next level whilst also raising awareness within the community. The 
exhibition will be a combination of business and the arts, which is something our 
organization takes great pride in. It will be a celebration of the diversity in the arts from 
music, dance, food and a fashion show. We believe it will be the first event of its kind 
where the different areas of business will be celebrated.  
We have gained great support so far from other partner organisations like Development 
Bank of Wales, Big Ideas Wales, MiFuture and Urban Foundry, who will be supporting 
us with a cash prize of £1000 towards development of their business, providing a judge 
and business workshops, and for the contestants before and after the event, and 
ongoing support for the winners.  
 There will be more volunteering opportunities available for young people in the 
community, where they will be able to work closely with the project officers to ensure 
each part of the event is a complete success. As the event also incorporates the arts, 
young people will have the opportunity to either perform poetry or on an instrument of 
choice, sing or dance, or participate in the fashion show through modeling or designing 
clothes. This is all to appreciate the work of young people in Swansea.  



     
 
 
“Becoming” is not where our partnership with the young people stops. Ultimately, we 
aim to engage with a hundred young people each year.  The outcomes are to 
accelerate their professional development through equipping them with new skills that 
will increase their abilities to take up further training or self-employment opportunities.  
 


